The New Commandment

I John 2:7-11

Introduction:
An abider is a believer who has learned to live as Jesus lived. How did Jesus live? See the next few verses.
A lawyer asked Jesus, “What is the Great Commandment?”
“Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind’ This is the first and great commandment. ﻿And the second is like it: ﻿﻿‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:37- 40).
The 1st commandment is no other gods before Me.
The 2nd commandment is no graven images.
Love the Lord your God = first 5 commandments

Neighbor as your self = the last 5.

I. A New Commandment that is not New – 2:7-8

(Beloved = Christians)
A. The New Commandment Expressed – 2:7

It is not really a new commandment.

“If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and ﻿﻿that your joy may be full. This is My ﻿﻿commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you” (John 15.10-12).
They have had it from the beginning - i.e. of their Christian experience.

They heard it from the beginning - “From the beginning- not like John 1:1.
B. The New Commandment Explained – 2:8

Again = “In another sense” it is new. 

It is part of the new age that is now dawning.

Jesus called it a new commandment because He was speaking it for the first time.

John 13:34

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. ﻿By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
“It is true in Him and in you” - True in Him, since He loved them and in them, as they love each other.

“darkness is passing away” - The darkness of paganism is being overcome by the light of the gospel.

Then as they love one another they show that light to others.

True light also looks forward to the future where the light overcomes the darkness entirely.

The revelation of the true light began with the love of the Father as He gave His Son - John 3:16
Then the Son showed the love as He lived with the disciples and died for the world.
“Now ﻿﻿before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that ﻿﻿His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He ﻿﻿loved them to the end” (John 13:1).
So, the Christian’s love is an out-working of the spiritual reality that is to come.

John 13:35
“By this all men will know that you are my disciples” 
II. A Bold Statement that is Not True – 2:9

This verse is speaking of hatred among believers. If he is not a believer, then he is not hating his brother.  

A. The Assertion – “I am in the light” 

This brother is claiming to be in fellowship - i.e. in the light.

To say that a Christian could not hate is to deny reality - Look at yourself!
Every Christian has had to struggle with feelings of hostility toward other believers at one time or another.

All pastors have seen it in themselves and have counseled with others who have experienced the same thing.

King David committed murder – the end result of hatred.
B. The Action – “He Hates His Brother”
This Christian hates his brother, maybe because the brother’s failure to follow his heresy (in context).

His claim “I am in the light” is falsified by his life.
What you are speaks so loud I can’t hear what you say.

You cannot hate your brother and still be in fellowship with God Who loves him.
C. The Conclusion – “He Is in the Darkness”
“He is not in the light”

This does not mean that he is not saved.
“If we walk in the light, as He is in the Light we have salvation?” (1:7) -- No! We have fellowship.
If we don’t, we won’t.
Until now, (so far) leaves room for return.
III. The Possibilities Are Only Two – 2:10-11

A. The One Loving – “His brother” – 2:10

1. “He walks in the light”
Loving the brothers is evidence of walking in the Light. “we have fellowship with one another” - 1:7

2. “He abides in the light”
ἐν τῷ φωτὶ μένει
remains in the light of the new age that has dawned in Christ

In the pagan world it is ME FIRST.

In the new age it is: Christ first, others second, me, last.

How can I do that? – “By walking in the light”
3. “He does not stumble”
Σκάνδαλον - occurs 15x’s.
Matthew 18 - offences must come.
Galatians 5:11 - the offence of the cross.
Romans 14.13 - a cause to fall.
I Corinthians 1.23 - Gospel … a stumbling block.
Matthew 16.23 - (to Peter) you are an offence.

I Corinthians 8:13 - Sometimes the word is used of making someone else fall. Therefore, ﻿﻿if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 

It seems here that John has reference to something in the person’s life to make him stumble.
Hatred will cause the one who holds it to stumble. Hatred does not appear in the one loving his brother.
B. The One Hating 

1. His course

Walks in darkness – he is acting as a pagan. He has been saved to light but he has reverted to his old lifestyle.

2. His confusion

He doesn’t know where he is going. He has lost all sense of direction.

3. The cause

‘The darkness has blinded him” – i.e.: Donkeys used in the coal mines never come to the surface. When they are too old to work they bring them to the surface, they are totally blind.

That can happen to a Christian who hates his brother,

Conclusion: 
You might think that John is teaching us to love our brother. He is not!
He is teaching us to walk in the light. If we are walking in the Light, then we will love our brother.

Concentrating on trying to love our brother will not work.

The fruit of the Spirit is love (Galatians 5). Fruit must come out on the tree from the inside.

Did you ever see someone tying oranges on the tree? No he waters it and fertilizes it and the fruit grows naturally.

Saying “I’m going to love my brother” won’t work.

Walk in the light and you will love your brother. We walk in the light by staying in the Word and prayer.
Listening to the Lord and talking to Him. That’s called fellowship. That is what John is trying to get across in this passage.

